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MARCHING 


THE Act Now demon- 
stration and lobby of 
Parliament in June was 
quiet, orderly and very 
determined. The dem- 
onstrators were there 
for a common purpose, 


the non-handicapped 


together with the 
people in wheelchairs, 
carrying their home- 
made placards bearing 
messages like ““Why 
make us fight for a 
basic human right?” 
All of them were there 
because they felt strongly 
about defending the 
Chronically Sick and Dis- 
abled Persons Act. Many 
had travelled long dist- 
ances to get. to London in 
time for the 12 noon 
“march” on June 11 on the 
_ DHSS headquarters at the 


Welcome to Canterbury 


Elephant and Castle, in- 
cluding a party of 17 resi- 
dents from Drummonds, 
The Spastics Society centre 
in Colchester. Other spas- 
tic people came on their 
own and independently on 
public transport like David 
Edwards from Milton 
Keynes. 

All kinds of disability 
were represented in the Act 
Now demonstration. One 
of the largest contingents 


came from the National. 


League of the Blind and 


Disabled, a group of blind. 


men with white sticks, 
clustering closely together 
and shuffling along, led by 
a single guide dog as a 
policeman gave the instruc- 
tion to “Move forward 
now, very slowly, please.” 

Heading the procession 
was a pale blue Metropoli- 


Continued on Page 12 


Ga GILLIAN Baker, a spastic girl from Has tings, Sussex, extends her hands in welcome 
to Canterbury Cathedral for the 1980 service for the handicapped. Behind her in this 
striking picture, the Cathedral’s Bell Harry Tower. More pictures, and story, on Page 3. 
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MERLE Davies, far left, who works for The Spastics 


Spastics 
Society 


JULY 1980 
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The Minister for the Disabled 
called this demo ‘a phoney’ 


Society in London, was in the forefront of the Act. Now 
march, which Minister for the Disabled Mr Reg Prentice 
later dismissed in a TV interview as: “‘a phoney demon- 
stration.” ITN cameramen filmed Merle earlier in the 
day over breakfast in her purpose-built flat in order to 
show viewers how people in wheelchairs can lead inde- 
pendent lives given the right supporting services, 


THE Minister for the 
Disabled, Mr Reg Pren- 
tice, declined to meet 
the Act Now delega- 
tion who wanted to 
hand in to him person- 
ally their letters of 
support. These were 
received by a junior 
civil servant instead 
and Mr Prentice in a 
television interview 
shown later that even- 
ing, called the march 
“a phoney demonstra- 
tion,” which resulted 
in some strong words 
from Mr Jack Ashley, 
MP, in the House of 
Commons the follow- 
ing day during the 
debate on disability. 

“Those people who 
walked with me yesterday 
did not really walk. They 
were pushed, they were 
carried, they were 
wheeled,” said Jack Ash- 
ley. 

“They were not Trots. 
They were not Reds under 
the bed. They were simply 


disabled people expressing 
their concern about 


mons. 


The Minister revealed a 
striking failure to appre- 
ciate the appalling prob- 
lems of severely disabled 
people, said Jack Ashley, 
who continued: “Cuts in 
any service for disabled 
people are doubly damag- 
ing. They are far more 
damaging than similar cuts 
in services to able-bodied 
people. That is why dis- 
abled people are speaking 
out clearly and sirengly.” 

But it isn’t only disabled 
people themselves who are 
speaking out... Mrs 
Eileen Milnes, a member 
of The Spastics Society’s 
Executive Council 
declared: “I was very keen 
to represent the Society at 
the rally. The Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons 
Act is something we must 
all cherish. The 1970 Act 
was a major legislative 
milestone for all disabled 
people, and. we must 
always try and strengthen 
this, not let it weaken 
before our very eyes. 

“It would be very wrong 
to wave the carrot of inde- 
pendence to a physically 
handicapped person, and 
then withdraw _ services 


Government policy,’ he because of lack of funds in 
told the House of Com- a particular authority.” 
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Society s 
new 
Chairman 


MRS Joyce Smith, JP, 
joint vice-chairman of The 
Spastics Society, has been 
elected Chairman following 
the resignation of Mr Dor- 
rien Belson for personal 
reasons. 

Mrs Smith, the first 
woman Chairman of the 
Society in its 28-year his- 
tory, is a tireless worker for 
the disabled. She has 
served on the Society’s 
Executive Council since 
1971, and is a member of 
a number of its com- 
mittees. 

She is Chairman of the 
Salisbury and District 
Spastics Society and lives 
at Alderbury, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire. 
® Full story on the new 
Chairman on Page 5. 


ys 
= 
= 


STUTTUTHUTUTU LULU LLEGLLIeT UCL 


2 SPASTICS NEWS 


BR lines 
up advice 
to help 
disabled 


BRITISH Railways 
Board has invited a small 
group of individuals with 
special understanding of 
the disabled to form a new 
panel to advise the Board 
on all matters relating to 
the needs of the disabled 
when travelling by rail. 


The following have 
agreed to join the panel which 
is to be known as_ the 
‘Advisory Group on Transport 
for the Disabled: Mr G. D. 
Caldwell, Royal Association 
‘for Disability and Rehabilita- 
‘tion; Mr T. Davies, British 
Rheumatism and Arthritis 
‘Association; Dr G. James, 
Royal National Institute for 
-the Blind; Mrs M. Jones, 
‘Scottish Council on Disability; 
Mr J. Walford, Multiple 
Sclerosis Association; and Miss 
P. M. C. Winterton, of -the 
DHSS. 


The Group is chaired by Mr 
Peter Keen, BR’s Chief Pas- 
-senger Manager, and its 
“meetings will be attended by 
other senior rail managers with 
specific responsibilities for 
train services and passenger 
facilities. 


The group is expected to 
direct its first efforts into 
creating a greater awareness 
among the disabled of the 

facilities already available at 
‘stations and on trains. And 
during the course of the year 
it will be helping BR to extend 
those facilities and to plan for 
the forthcoming Year of 
~ Disabled People. 

British Rail says it has long 
fecognised the difficulties faceu 
by disabled persons in travel- 
ling by public transport, and in 
recent years, in spite of invest- 
ment limitations and financial 
constraints, has generally 
improved facilities at stations 
wherever these have been 
modernised or rebuilt, and has 
made provision for wheel- 
chairs in modern_ Inter- 
Coaches. This feature has also 
been incorporated in_ the 
design of the Advanced 
Passenger Train. 
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@ “WE'RE in the business of making dreams come true,” commented Jimmy Savile at the launch 


gt 
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‘in London of the sixth holiday Jumbulance belonging to the Across Trust. The five existing Jum- 
bulances have already carried 12,000 passengers over some two million miles and the new “bend 
in the middle” Alligator Jumbulance, pictured, will be easier to manoeuvre on the roads. 


Travel marvel 


THE’ Tongést, largest 
ambulance in the world — 
that’s the claim that the 
Across Trust is making for 
its latest Alligator Jumbu- 


lance whch it is hoped to 
get into the Guinness 
Book of Records. 
Launched by. Jimmy 
Savile m Park Crescent, 
London, the Alligator 
Jumbulance will be run- 
ning a_ regular 
shuttle service to Lourdes 
by the spring next year. 
Purpose built in Bel- 
gium, the latest Alligator 
is the sixth in the fleet of 
Across Jumbulances which 


weekly - 


take severely disabled 
people on pilgrimages and 
holidays in Europe. This 
latest “bend-in-the-middle” 
Jumbulance will be 
cheaper to run and can 
take 44 passengers instead 
of the standard 24. All the 
helpers are volunteers, 
many of them doctors and 
nurses. 

Jumbulance holidays 
are popular with many of 
the residents of Spastics 
Society centres.. Two resi- 
dents from’ Drummonds, 
Miss Patricia Rand and Mr 
Denis Preston have just 
returned from a memor- 
able trip to Rome. 


Tricycle duo wheel 


THE wheels on the tri- 
cycles went round and 
round and round and 
round ... as Glen Sulli- 
van and Raymond Head, 


who are both handicapped, 
went all out to raise money 
for Monmouthshire and 
District Spastics Society. 
They took their trikes 


in the funds — 


on to the circuit at Cwm- 


bran Stadium and each 
pounded round 100 times— 
a distance of 25 miles — 
and raised between them 
£357.62 in much needed 
funds for the group. The 
cheque was handed over to 
their Chairman, Mrs Carrie 


Williams, at the Society’s 
AGM. 


Sunday 
‘tune-in 
time for 

‘Sugar’ 


BBC Radic 4’s “Does He 
Take Sugar?” programme 
for disabled listeners has 
a new transmission time, 
ae - 29. Now the 
programme is being broad- 
cast at 7 pm on Sunday 
evenings. 


As well as bringing the 
latest news about aids and 
benefits for handicapped 
people, the “Sugar” pro- 
gramme also has access to 
BBC Radio’s Citizens 
Adyice, Bureau situated in 
Broadcasting House. Lis- 
teners with problems can 
either write, or ring on 
Monday afternons from 
2-4 pm 01-580 4468 X2531. 

The “Sugar” programme 
also has its own correspon- 
dence bureau for pen-pals. 
The address for all corre- 
spondence is: Marlene 
Pease, Editor, “Does He 
Take Sugar?”, Room 7054, 
Broadcasting House, BBC, 
London WIA 4WW. 
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— Naidex 


NAIDEX< ‘80, the National 
Aids for the Disabled 
Exhibition, which will be 
held in London on Octo- 
ber 28, 29 and 30, has once 
again attracted’ a_ large 
number of companies and 
associations who -either 
manufacture rehabilitation 
aids or who are concerned 
with the welfare and pro- 
fessional care of the dis- 
abled. 

This year’s exhibition will. 
occupy approximately 1,800 
square metres of stand space 
and is conveniently situated in 
the Queen Mary Suite and the 
Main Exhibition. Hall at the 
Cunard International Hotel. 
In addition to these two 
exhibition halls, there will also 
be a covered. vehicle area 
adjacent to the main entrance 
in order that vehicle manufac- 
turers can display their latest 
ideas in vehiclé conversions to 
meet the ever changing needs 
of the disabled motorist. — 

The exhibition to date has 
attracted more than 120 com- 
panies/associations. 

Access to the hotel is good 
and there are lifts to all floors: 
Disabled car parking has been 
arranged and the hotel is also 
well situated close to the M4; 
or-alternatively, Hammersmith 
Station is only a minute’s 
“walking distance’ away; 
serving most areas of London 
via. Underground. 


_. Accommodation at... the 


Cunard Hotel has | been 
delegates and 
visitors at-a competitive rate, 
plus alternative accommioda- 
tion in London to meet all 
budgets. British Rail will 
once again provide Jow cost 
fares to London. 
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‘Propaganda’ films—are 
they a waste 
of money? 


DURING the past 30 years or so, an estimated 
£60m plus countless hours of skilled time have | 
gone into the making and distributing of films 
intended to alter the attitudes of society and 
the general public towards disabled people. How 
much of this money and time has actually been 
of benefit to disabled people is the million dollar 
question posed by John Moses, Director of the 
Rehabfilm Library at Rehabilitation International 


USA. 

So many of these 
films, says John Moses, 
only serve to “‘sensitise 
the already _half- 
convinced” — or, in 
other words, preach to 
the converted. 


Says Mr Moses: “A 
number of these films have 


been made for the primary 


purpose of demonstrating 
the success of a particular 
programme to the agency 
or organisation that pro- 


vided the funds. Obviously. 


such a cinematic “‘advertise- 


ment for myself’ will fre- 
quently suffer from pre- 
dictable lapses in informa- 
tion; failures, problems and 
negative thoughts in 
general are left out.” 
British films come out 
pretty well in Mr Moses 
catalogue of criticism. He 
praises the. Open Univer- 
sity’s “Am I being unrea- 
listic?” for its portrayal of 
a disabled white collar 
worker as a real human 
being who is far less well- 
adjusted and pliable than 
these two - dimensional 


characters usually depicted 
in the “hire a handicapped 
person” type of film. 

The English production 
“Not Just a Spectator” is 
congratulated for being a 
big .ground-breaker in 
exploring leisure activities, 
with praise. for préducer 
Bill Latto who followed up 
his success with a three- 
part series on fishing. 

Occasionally, says Mr 
Moses,. theré. appears a 
truly superior film, and he 
places the BBC’s award 
winning “Joey” in this 
category of “‘greats.” 

The best films, he says, 
presume the connection of 
the disabled person with 
the rest of mankind. 

“The best films are not 
those bent on proving a 
point, such as that disabled 
persons should be inte- 
grated, socialised or 
humanised. The best films 
are about someone who 
has interesting things to 
Say or to show. We must 
be ready to go beyond the 
eternally cheerful, two- 
dimensional caricature of 
the disabled person that we 
have seen on the screen so 
often. In the rush to 
propagandise on behali of 
the disabled, we usually 
trivialise.” Pat 
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® ENJOYING tea in the cloisters after the service for the 
handicapped at Canterbury Cathedral are a group of 
spastic youngsters from The Spastics Society’s Thomas 
‘Delarue School, Tonbridge, Kent. 


® THE Mayor of Canterbury, Councillor Bernard Porter 
(left) and Mr Nick Carter, chairman of the Canterbury 
and Kent Coast Spastics Group, who read a lesson at the 
service. 


® THE nave of Canterbury Cathedral, the settin 


the sermon. 


‘AGRIMOTORS 


(AMG COACHES) MERTON 


12, 14, 29, 36, 37, 41 and 45 seaters 


Coach, Mini-Bus and Car Hire 11, 
and. long-distance travel, 


are available for local 


Taw & Torridge Coaches Ltd (Barnstaple Area) 


available for short or long distance travel. 
ries from Department of Education, as 
this form of coach hire, 


12, 29, 36, 37, 41, 45 seaters a 
Both Companies welcome enqu! 
we specialise in 


Registered Offices for both companies: 
Merton Garage & PO, Merton, Okehampton, 


Devon EX20 3DZ. Tel: Beaford 324/200 sani 


Ah Hh ELAR at hts 


@ ANOTHER tea - time 


held on Sunday, June 22. At the altar, Canon J, Robinson, 
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Canterbury — 
pilgrimage 


CANTERBURY and Kent Coast Spastics Group were 
the organisers of this year’s service for handicapped 
people in Canterbury Cathedral, and they even managed 
to arrange for the sun to shine in the afternoon so that 
tea could be taken on the lawns in the cloisters. 

The pteacher was the Vice-Dean, Canon J. Robinson, and 
the first lesson was read by wheelchair-bound Andrew Mather 
from Valence School, Westerham, while the second lesson was 
read by Mr Nick Carter, chairman of the Canterbury and Kent 
Coast Spastics Group. 

There were many special guests at the service, which was 
attended by 400 disabled people, their families and friends. 

This year’s arrangements were in the capable hands of Mrs 
Norah Saville Peck who, in spite of heavy rain in the morning, 
organised the—collection of wheelchairs loaned from Kent and 
Canterbury Hospital, and Nunnery Fields Hospital, with tran- 
sport kindly provided by Barretts of Canterbury. 

The tea was provided by donations from local tradespeople 
and local voluntary associations and the musical accompaniment 
was by the King’s School Military Band. 


group pictured in the 
beautiful cloisters. The 
visitors are from the Dis- 
abled Peoples Association 
of Camberwell, Southwark 
and Lambeth. 


g of the service for the handicapped 


Vice Dean, who delivered 


Duke appeals 


for centre 


THE Duke of Westminster, 
one of Britain’s biggest land 


owners, has announced a 
£250,000 appeal to make the 
Society’s Daresbury Hall in 
Lancashire more of a home 
from home. The appeal launch 
was also attended by Euro- 
MP Andrew Pearce, The Mar- 
quess of Cholmondley and 


Lady Verdin. 
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It’s all too easy 

to despair over 
stairclimbing. 

You know how 

wonderful a 

stairlift would 

be, but your stair- 

way has bends or 

half landings, and 
straight-run systems 

can’t cope. Stannah 

Golden Rail can though. 

Its comfortable chair and 
motor unit rides smoothly on 
a rail that follows the stairs 
everywhere ... even goes down 
corridors. A unique 3D travel 
that is actually safer, for you 
and other stair users. It could 
be your perfect answer. 


Send coupon or telephone 
Andover (0264) 64311 


Sales Advisors and 
service nationwide. 
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To Stannah Lifts, Dept GR, > 
Watt Close, East Portway, Andover, Hants. 
Piease send your Golden Rail folder. | 
As lift experts you have all the answers, so tell me 
about your Homelifts too [ 
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vitesse Powerchair 
The new improved Vitesse Powerchair will add a 


new dimension to life, bringing shopping, gardening, visits to 
friends, holidays and many other activities within easy reach. 
The unique Kerb Climber attachment ensures even 
greater mobility and independence by beating the kerb 
barrier. This is an inexpensive optional extra available at the 
initial purchase or just as easily fitted later. 
The Vitesse can be easily dismantled and trans- 
ported in the boot of most family cars. 
The Vitesse has many other features to improve 
safety, comfort, mobility and appearance, including 
@ speeds of 3.7 mph, distances up to 16 miles and gradients 
to a maximum 1-in-4 
@ new in-built disc-braking system 
quilted padded upholstery and safety belt 
@ control with single lever for accurate direction, speed and 
ease of operation 
Vessa also make an extensive range of manual 
chairs and rehabilitation aids for the disabled. 
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Make life a lot easier and post the coupon now for 
further information to Vessa Limited, FREEPOST, Paper Mill 
Lane, Alton, Hampshire GU34 2PY. 


Please send free colour brochure on the Vitesse Powerchair [_] 
the range of Vessa Manual Chairs [1] Rehabilitation Aids [) 
(please tick relevant box) 

Name 


Address 


Tel 


Vessa Ltd is part of the InterMed 
Group, suppliers of quality 
Healthcare Products worldwide. 


for the disabled 


THERES is hardly 
enough time in the day 
for David Brierley to 
pursue all his varied 
interests. 

Despite being 
handicapped from 
birth by cerebral palsy, 
he holds down a full- 
time job as a labourer 
in’ Halifax’s Akroyd 
Park. David, aged 42, 
has taught himself the 
intricate art of hand 
weaving tapestries and 
his latest, showing 
showing Windsor 
Castle, has been 
valued at £100. 

His mother Marjorie, a 
committee member of the 
Calderdale Spastics Society, 
laughingly complains he 
has turned their home into 
an art gallery. He is an 
enthusiastic member of the 
Calderdale Cine Club and 
is hard at work on his 
third film, having recently 


bought a new sound 
camera. The subject is 
pub signs. 


His book 


But his real passion is 
the book he is currently 
working on. Fascinated by 
nature as he worked in the 
Park, he wanted to learn 
more. 

“For years,” he ex- 
plained, “I have wanted to 
know what the Latin 
names of birds, insects and 
plants mean. I went round 
the shops but I couldn’t 
find any books so I 
decided to write my own.” 
To be called “Birds and 
Insect names simplified” he 
has been researching for a 
year and expects it will 
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@ DAVID Brierley with the tapestry it took him a year to complete, at an hour to each 
square inch, the dictionary he expects will occupy him for another four years and the 
new camera he uses to shoot films — in his spare time. 
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Picture by Halifax Evening Courier 


take him another four to 
complete his task, working 
from a massive supply 
source of dictionaries and 
reference books. 

His proud mother said: 
“We'll have it checked 
and verified when he 
finishes it, and if it takes 
the last penny we've got 
well have the book pub- 
lished.” 


Twice a week David 


Country ¢ 


—hut a wealth of talents 


attends a swimming group 
in Halifax — “last year he 
learned to swim,” said Mrs 
Brierley, “I was so thrilled, 
I turned away and wept.” 

Patience, dedication and 
a love of learning fill out 
every moment of David’s 
life although strollers im 
Ackroyd Park could hardly 
guess the wealth of talents 
at his finger tips as he 
tends the grounds. 


Waven 


or London flat 


THIS holiday caravan unit 
is one of four adapted for 
wheelchair guests and their 
families and available for 
hire from the John 
Grooms Association. Each 
unit has a colour tele- 
vision and provides accom- 
modation for six people. 
Worktops, sink, cooker 
and power points are all 
at wheelchair height, and 
there are four units, loca- 
ted at Borth, Mid-Wales; 
Barnstaple, Devon; High- 
cliffe, Hants; and Poole, 
Dorset. 

There is also a well 
designed furnished flat in 
North London with a 
panoramic view, available 
for weekly or fortnightly 
lets. 

Later this year there will be 
a motorised caravan, sleeping 


five people, with a wheelchair 
lift, available for hire from its 
London base. This is a gift 
from the Mayor of the Lon- 
don Borough of Barmet as a 
result of her charity appeal. 


However priority will be 
given to residents of Barnet 
who have multiple sclerosis. 


New plan 


Future plans by John 
Grooms include the building 
of a hotel/accommodation 
centre in London for physie- 
ally disabled holidaymakers 
and their families, but a suit- 
able site has still to be found. 

Inquiries regarding holiday 
accommodation should be sent 
to the Holiday Secretary, John 
Grooms Association for the 
Disabled, 10 Gloucester Drive, 
London N4 2LP. Tel 01-802 
W272. 
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e Society’s new Chairman 


and the challenge ahead 


THREE unrelated but 
probably significant co- 
incidences led Mrs 
Joyce Smith to the 
Chairmanship of The 
Spastics Society. 


The first came many 
years ago when the family 
lived in Kingston Hill but 
were planning a move to 
the country. Mrs Smith 
decided to give her two 
children’s big toys to a 
local charity. For some 
“unknown reason” and 
though it could have been 
any charity in the town, 
she chose the Spastics 
Society in Kingston. 

Later, moved to Wilt- 
shire and already making 
her mark as a member of 
the county council, Mrs 
Smith heard that there was 
to be an inaugural meeting 
in Salisbury to form a local 
group to help spastic 
people. Her work with 
the council had convinced 
her that not enough was 
being done for the handi- 
capped, so she went along 
to the meeting to be wel- 
comed with open arms for 
her qualities of leadership. 
She was a founder member 
of the Salisbury and Dis- 
trict’ Spastics Society, its 


secretary, and very soon its © 


chairman, a position she 
has held ever since. 

The third coincidence 
isn’t really a coincidence at 
all, and indeed is rather 
amusing in view of what 
was to follow, but is well 
worth the telling. Mrs 
Smith’s husband, Peter, is 
a company accountant, and 
long before his wife’s 
involvement with _ the 
Society, was invited to 
join a consultative council 
which the Society had 
brought together in an 
advisory capacity. Mrs 
Smith would accompany 
him to London for the 
meetings, and sit in the car 
outside the Society’s Park 
Crescent headquarters, 
reading the paper while she 
waited for him! 


Understands 


All unrelated incidents, 
but perhaps all working 
towards the moment in 
1971 when Mis Smith was 
elected to the Society’s 
Executive Council, and to 
June 1980 when she was 
elected Chairman. (And 
incidentally, though Mrs 
Smith is the first woman to 
hold the Society’s highest 
office, she has no plans to 
be a “Chairperson.”) 

Coincidence might have 
played some part in 
bringing her to her present 
position, but behind it all, 
and probably the main fac- 
tor which has made Mrs 
Smith such a tireless 
worker for the handi- 
capped, is that she has a 
unique understanding of 
what it is really like to 
suffer disablement. To lic 
in bed waiting for others 
to look after you, to suffer 
the pain and distress of a 
crippling condition, to go 
through operations and 
treatments, and continually 
hope for improvement. 
Mrs Smith does not dwell 
on the difficulties which 
began with a fall down- 
stairs when she was 14 


years old, and which affec- 
ted her life for many 
years, but simply observes 
that these days she seems 
to go “faster and faster,” 
and that there are a lot of 
people to thank for this 
fortunate state of affairs. 


Certainly Mrs Smith is a 
woman of unbounded energy. 
A recital of her activities and 
achievements are calculated to 
make those of us with a lesser 
appetite for work blanch, so 
sufficient to say that in addi- 
tion to being Chairman of the 
Society, she is chairman of the 
West Regional Committee, 
chairman of the Salisbury 
group, of course, a JP; her 
work as a county councillor 
also involves her in committee 
work, particularly dealing with 
education; she is chairman of 
governors of a secondary 
school, a governor of South- 
ampton University, and a mem- 
ber of the Habinteg Housing 
Association, which aims to 
integrate disabled people and 
their families with the able- 
bodied on housing estates. 


Full days 


There is probably more 
because here is a Woman who 
can pack an amazing amount 
of work into each day. It 
shouldn’t be forgotten, too, 
that Mrs Smith is a wife, 
mother to two grown-up 
daughters, Paula and Barbara, 
and a devoted grandmother, 
and her lovely home in the 
village of Alderbury, Wiltshire. 
has the well-ordered comfort 
and shining homeliness which 
can only be achieved by the 
most efficient of housewives. 


Since taking over as Chair- 
man of the Society, Mrs Smith 
has spent even more of her 
time at headquarters in Lon- 
don because in addition to 
the committees of which she 
was already a member, she is 
as Chairman, able to concern 
herself with the work of all the 
Society’s committees. Little 
grand-daughter Helen, at six 
years old, can be forgiven for 
feeling that the national con- 
cerns of the world’s leading 
organisation for the care, 
training, education and treat- 
ment of cerebrally palsied men, 
women and children, are 
depriving her of grandmother’s 
company. 

On: the day that Spastics 
News visited Mrs Smith at 
home, Helen came bustling in 
to tell of her school fete the 
following week, «and would 
grandmother be able to come 
“or will you be at your com- 
mittees?” Unfortunately for 
Helen, the answer was that 
yes, it was a committee day, 
but it seems that the little girl 
is as proud of her grandmother 
as the rest of the family, for 
within an envelope addressed 
to ‘Madam Chairman” she 
presented Mrs Smith with a 
“Congratulations on your suc- 
cess” card. It was a rather 
t ouching moment and demon- 
strated the great affection with 
which this united family holds 
the Society’s new Chairman. 

Mrs Smith confesses that 
she is “fascinated” by the new 
job she has taken on, and wil- 
lingly shoulders the heavy 
burden of responsibility, par- 
ticularly acute at the present 
time when the Society is suf- 
fering shortage of money and 
is having to make painful 
economies. She does not like 
to hear talk of financial crisis. 
“We are not in a crisis. We 
have been spending more 
money than we should, but we 
are now pulling ourselves up 
and saying ‘We haven't got 
this money and we must live 
within our means’.” 

The Society’s clear priority 
says Mrs Smith, is obviously 
enough, “to help the handi- 
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© Mrs Joyce Smith and her grand-daughie r Helen. 


capped to the best of our 
abilities.” Next in her list of 
importance after the handi- 
capped, comes the staff because 
they are doing the job which 
serves the first priority, and 
third comes the volunteers who 
raise the funds which make the 
activities of the staff in their 
work of aiding the handi- 
capped possible. 

With her background of 
work through the local group, 
the regional organisation, and 
the Society’s Executive Coun- 
cil, Mrs Smith undoubtedly 
knows the Society inside out, 
and at all levels. She wants the 
national Society to become 
much. closer to the local 
voluntary groups; hates to 
think there is a “Them and 
Us” feeling amongst volunteers 
at grass roots, and the idea 
that “the people up there” do 
not take any notice of their 
views. This years AGM in 
London in October will have 


variety of special needs. 


The seat design is the result of 
co-operation between organisations like 
the Spastics Society, The Wolfson Centre, 
The Association for Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus and Chailey Heritage. 

Head supports, side supports, pommel 
and hamess are fully adjustable, so the seat 
grows with the child. It's easy to install and 
remove, and it looks good too. 

If you'd like more information about the 
Britax Handicapped Child Seat contact: Britax, 
Chertsey Road, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7AW. 
Telephone: Byfleet 41121. 2 &SG International company 


SN July 


The Britax Handicapped Child 
Seat has been developed to meet the needs ¥ 
of the handicapped child. The seat will : 
safely support a child weighing between 
20 and 100 lbs. And allows for individual 
adaptation to suit children with a wide 


the theme “Objectives of the 
Society for the 80s,’ and she 
hopes that this will provide a 
meaningful forum for group 
delegates to give their 
opinions. 


Sympathy 


Talking to Mrs Smith about 
the organisation of the Society 
reveals her keen grasp of the 
administrative and _ financial 
problems, but as she herself 
points out, The Spastics 
Society is not just a “business,” 
it is a charity concerned with 
the welfare of men, women 
and children, and here her 
conversation is all warmth 
and sensitive sympathy. 

She feels deeply for parents, 
particularly when they suffer 
the trauma of being told their 
child is handicapped, and later 
when they worry “What will 
happen when we are not here?” 


thought of 
handicapped people 
being “programmed” into subs 


She abhors the 
young 


normality hospitals; is cons 
vinced that early ,expert 
treatment and a_ stimulating 
environment in an ideal centre 
is the birthright of every 
handicapped child, and 
believes that no_ residential 
centre, no matter how excel- 
lent, can be as desirable for 
adults who can cope, as a flat, 
or house of their own linked 
to all necessary facilities. 

The Society has a proud 
history, and Mrs Smith is 
in no doubt that it has a 
pioneering future ahead. It 
is going through an awk- 
ward financial phase at the 
moment, certainly, but the 
new Chairman has taken on 
the job with confidence. 
“It is a challenge, but then, 
I think the whole of my 
life has been a challenge.” 
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Croydon 
does it 
again ! 


RECORDS were broken 
again in this year’s 
house-to-house _collec- 
tion of the Croydon, 
Sutton and District 
Society, with a total of 
£13,273 being collected. 


This was £1,550 more 
than the 1979 record 
total, and provides an 
impressive tribute to the 
work of the 1,300 volun- 
teer collectors who har- 
vested the cash. 

Said hon press officer 
John Eve, ‘What can I 
say? The way our 
collectors go on break- 
ing the record is almost | 
monotonous. Anything 
I can say is practically 
superfluous. The only- 
word is—magnificent. 

“And this goes” 
especially to our collec- 
tion organiser, Mrs- 
Alice Hoy. The amount 
of work she puts in is. 
prodigious. She can best’ 
be described as the 
dynamo at the centre of 
Croydon’s impressive 
collecting machine.” 
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Exhibition 
THE Spastics Society 
mounted a stand in an 
exhibition held in the 
House of Commons be- 
tween June 23-27 to illus- 
trate to Members of both 
Houses of Parliament the 
issues involved in the Social 
Services Select Committee’s 
Enquiry into Perinatal and 
Neonatal Mortality. 

The report of this Enquiry, 
which was chaired by Mrs 
Renee Short, MP for Wolver- 
hampton North East, will be 
published early in July, 

The Spastics Society has for 
ever two years been running a 
“Save a Baby” campaign which 
aims to stop needless death 
and handicap among babies in 
this country. 

The Society gave both oral 
and written evidence to the 
Committee and called for 21 
changes. 


Shell. Fully stressed seatin glass fibre. Slots 
in seat back allow re-positioning of harness. 
Cover. Navy blue. Deep foam-backed in 
wipe clean brushed nylon. 
Head Supports. Foam with washable 
nylon cover. Adjustable vertically. 
Side Support Pads. Two polystyrene 
inset ts for support where required. . 
Pommel. Firm foaming in washable 
nylon. Secured by Velcro. 
Harness. Easy clean 1}4"gold 
webbing, Safety buckle. Fully tested and 
RSI approved. Special adjusters make 
seating simple. 
Swivel Fitting. Seatcanbe 
unclipped and swung to one side for 


Society's 10th annual literary contest 


JUDGE 
thought _ that 


sentence in her 


“Scarcely a street, too few 
houses,” describing a dere- 
lict urban landscape, and 
unhesitatingly awarded her 
first place in the Adoles- 
cents section. 


Second prizewinner in 
the Poetry Section for 
schoolchildren was Angela 
Evans, aged eight, of Gos- 
ford Street, Balsall Heath, 
Birmingham. Of her poem 
“Goldfish”, Lady Wilson 


said: “This is a very good 
poem for an eight-year-old, 
and well-obseryed. ‘Now 
it’s raining you look dull, 
Not like gold anymore,’ 
and I like the urgency of 
the last verse.” 


GOLDFISH 


Goldfish, goldfish, 

Swimming in your bowl 

Shine shining in the sun 

Like pure gold. 

Goldfish, goldfish, 

Swim around in circles 

Now it’s raining you look 
dull, 

Not like gold anymore. 

Goldfish, goldfish, 

Flicker your fins, 

Flicker them, flicker them, 

Flicker your fins. 


Nina Bawden 
Tracy 
Grocock had an inner ear 
to hear the rhythm of a 
entry 


Prize day with Lady Wilson 


Daily Telegraph; were 
introduced to an excited 
audience of prizewinners, 
friends and relatives by 
Mrs Joyce Smith. It was 
her first official occasion as 
the Society’s new Chair- 
man. 

Mrs Smith explained 
that the contest had first 
been held as a means of 
encouraging those with 


DESPITE the serious- 
ness of her husband, Sir 
Harold’s operation, 
Lady Wilson was 
determined not to let 
the winners in the 
Society’s 10th annual 
literary contest down. 


She knew how much 
it would mean to them 
and so, although she 
cancelled all other 
engagements while her 
husband was in hospi- 
tal, she made a point 
of attending the prize- 
giving at the Society’s 
Family Services and 
Assessment Centre in 
Fitzroy Square, Lon- 
don. And with one of 
those touches of con- 
sideration for which 
she is famed, she made 
a point of wearing the 
necklace made for her 
by spastic home- 
workers, presented to 
her at an earlier award 
ceremony. 


cerebral palsy, who are 


HILARY Stevenson won 
high praise as well as a 


Lady Wilson and her first place from judge 
fellow judges, Marjorie David Holloway, who said 
Wallace, the Sunday _ of her work: “This is a 


Times’ Social Services cor- 
respondent; Nina Bawden, 
well-known children’s 
author, and David Hollo- 
way, literary editor of the 


beautifully crafted story. 
It could have been senti- 
mental but always stops 
short. This was the clear 
winner,” 


FIRST prize in the Poetry Section for schoolchildren 
went to Chris Givans, aged 12, of Little Oaks Road, 
Aston, Birmingham 6. His entry was entitled “A Poem 
of Spring,” and judge, Lady Wilson, commented: “This 
is a good descriptive poem; the first verse describes the 
general scene, the second yerse Chris’s pleasure in being 
able to go and play in the park, and the third, the spring 
cleaning which his mother is doing in the house. A well- 
rounded poem—and a charming sketch.” 


A POEM OF SPRING 
In Spring it is nice and warm, 
The birds sing merrily at dawn, 
The days are getting longer 
The animals awake, 
And squirrels jump about the trees, 
And daffodils are by the lake. 
I look forward to the brighter days, 
Because I can go out and play, 
I do not have to stay indoors 
I can ride my bike for hours and hours 
And be outdoors, in Aston Park 
On the bright green grass and spring flowers. 
My mother’s busy in the house, 
She puts new curtains up, 
They're white and clean and have a sheen 
And the ‘sun shines through’ the house. 


often afflicted with speech 
impediments, to communi- 
cate through the written 
word. Later, to celebrate 
the Society’s 25th anniver- 
sary it had been decided to 
broaden the field of entry 
to those suffering from all 
types of handicap. 

Mrs Smith thanked Lady 
Wilson for her steadfast 
loyalty to the poetry sec- 
tion which she has judged 
for 10 years now, and the 
fact that the prizegiving 
was the one engagement 
not cancelled while Sir 
Harold is ill. 


Lady Wilson told the 
prizewinners that it was 
always a great pleasure for 
her to attend the prizegiv- 
ing and over 10 years she 
had seen the competition 
grow in both the number 
of entrants and the stan- 
dard of their work. And 
this year despite the in- 
creased volume of work to 
judge, the writing had been 
of eyen greater quality. 

She explained the diffi- 
culty presented by being 
the sole judge in the poetry 
section and spoke in favour 
of formal verse, which she 
felt was good training. 
Once it had been mastere 
then freer verse could be 
tackled, and likened verse 
writing with a suit of 
tight clothes which gradu- 
ally ease into shape. 

Lady Wilson also had 
some advice for poets in the 
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DAVID Swilt is no 


/ stranger to the Societ 
prize two years ago, and so was debarred {rom entering last 
his story “Very funny, very amusing, this w riter’s got a lot more 
And David is determined to go for the top again next year. 


JULY 1980. 


MME: Yip, ve, 


First prizewinner in the P 
and adults was Mrs Nellie de Beaufort Saunders, of 
Oxford Road, Stone, Aylesbury, Bucks, for her entry 
“A Wondrous Moment.” Lady Wilson commented: 
“This poem is a meticulous description of the slow open- 
ing of a rose in a vase near a window on an autumn 
morning and the writer clearly heard the faint ‘snap’ as the 
first petal leapt away.” 


A WONDROUS MOMENT 


Dawn. 

A rosebud sleeps. petals tightly furled; 
Sepal fingers cupping it gently, 
Protectingly, 

Until, 

Roused by the soft, warm flush of morning 
A faint stirring signals its awakening. 


Quietly I watch, 

Fascinated, as, one by one 

The sepals loose their hold; 

Fall outward and down, 

Folding over to form a pedestal 

Upon which to display the ultimate glory 
Of the rose — queen of the garden. 


Slowly the bud expands, 

With imperceptible speed pushing, 
Pushing. 

The vital urge to fulfil its destiny 
Transcending all else. 

See! 

The tip is opening now. 


Snap! — the minutest wisp of sound, 

So clear and sharp I stare, amazed — 
Joyously the first petal leaps away, 
Revealing all the glowing loveliness 

Of powdered carmine, 

Velvet soft, delicately etched 

Upon the purest gold. 

Within this wondrous moment lies Eternity. 
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ay they should write “It is 
my opinion,” she told 
em, “but when you have 
written something, put it 
away to mature like cheese 
and wine, and then take it 
out and revise it.” ~ How- 
ever, she confessed that 
ith her latest volume of 
ms to go to press she 
_ had been very short of time 
-and had to make many cor- 
ctions once in page 
roof. One  two-verse 
2m which she had writ- 
en in an afternoon and 
nsidered “too slight” had, 
jn one critic’s opinion, been 
the best of all. 
_ And she had a word of 
- encouragement for those 
who did not reach the 
' prizegiving: “Even if you 
never win you’ve had the 
pleasure of writing.” 


oe 


Her tip 


' Another tip she found 
useful when writing poetry 
was to always travel with 
‘pen and paper, “I don’t 
; sit at a desk staring at a 
{blank wall. Instead I 
jearry paper and pencil so 
jthat I can scribble some- 
-\thing down when I’m on a 
‘train or out walking, and 
| it’s very useful.” 
| Finally Lady Wilson had 
|} ja word of praise for the 
“most maligned of poetic 
forms — “doggerel.” “I'd 
like to say a word for it 
because it sticks in the 
mind and is not worthless. 
-L looked up the dictionary 
definition which gives the 
meaning as slipshod or 
“unpoetic verse. Well the 
“scots knew William 
McGonagal, the great 
ae writer, because of 
his poems, and it is easier 
a4 read McGonagall than 
“Paradise Lost.’ I wish I 
could write some—it’s very 
good.” 


———— ~ 
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‘So rare’ 


|\Lady Wilson had 
brought along her latest 
Work to present as a per- 
- Sanal prize to Christopher 
Nolan, the 14-year-old 
Irish spastic boy who has 
Won national fame for his 
-Peciry. “I thought I’d like 
to give a special prize 
‘because his work is so rare 
and unusual and in a class 
“of its own. Christopher is 
4 Very famous young man.” 
_ and after the presenta- 
tioas Lady Wilson made 
Sure that despite having to 
et away for hospital visit- 
ing, she had a chat with 
very winner. Many she 
Tecpgnised from previous 
‘Prizegivings, and one in 
Paricular, James Ander- 
Son, from Scotland, she 
as seen grow from a slip 
fa lad, when he first won 
SIX years ago to an assured 
-4nditall young man. 
-, l look forward to com- 
‘Ing every year—it is like a 
family party,” she said. 


: World of work 


SIX pupils from the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School have 
been taking part in a work 
"Xperience programme at the 
SOciety’s headquarters. ‘They 
have been finding out first hand 
About work in the Appeals 
» Pariment, the Stars Organ- 
Walion for Spastics and_ the 
“amily Services Assessment 
“entre at Fitzroy Square. 


JUDGE Marjorie Wallace 
said her first reaction on 
reading the schoolchildren’s 
entries was to burst into 
tears. “I actually cried, the 
writing was so moving and 
so good. I am_ very 
envious of the talent that 
could express itself so 
well.” And she was par- 
ticularly impressed by 
Sarah Rees, above, who 
won first place. 


— 


MARJORIE Wallace was equally impressed by Sophie 


LADY Mary Wilson pre- 
sented a special prize of a 
book of her own poetry to 
14-year-old Christopher 
Nolan from Dublin for the 
five poems which he sub- 
mitted. Christopher, who 
cannot speak or write by 
hand, has written poetry 
which has amazed Profes- 
sors of English at Oxford 
and Cambridge, and it 
was through The Spastics 
Society’s literary contest 
some years ago that his 


SRR 


Partridge’s gifts demonstrated in “The Magic Costume.” 
“J¢ painted a vivid picture which I recalled long after my 


first reading.” 


The prize 


Winners in the Children’s 
section were 11-year-old Sarah 
Rees, of 7 Huntsmoor Road, 
West Ewell, Epsom, Surrey, 
who suffers from heart trouble, 
for her essay “The Children 
Never Thought of Not Going” 
(first prize £10); J1-year-old 
Sophie Partridge, of 105 
Wheathamstead Road, Har- 
penden, Herts, who has brittle 
bones, for her article “The 
Magic Costume’ (second 
prize £5). 

Winners in the Adolescents 


section were 16-year-old Tracy 


Grocock, of 17  Rosecroft 
Drive, Edward’s Lane Estate, 
Nottingham, who is spastic, 
for her essay “Searcely a 
Street, Too Few Houses” 
(first prize £20); and James 
Anderson, -aged 16, of 64 
Henderson Crescent, Broxburn, 
West Lothian, who is also 
spastic, for his article “The 
Family Gathering” (second 
prize £10). 

Winners in the Adults see- 
tion were Hilary Stevetson, 
aged 30, of 2 Argyle Road, 


list 


Walsall, West Midlands, who 
suffers from polio, for her 
essay “The Time Will Come” 
(first prize £30); and 44-year- 
old David Swift, of 44 Village 
Road, Clifton, Nottingham, 
who is spastic, for his article 
“Loneliness of a Short Story 
Writer” (second prize £15). 
The first prize in the Child- 
ren’s poetry section was won 
by 12-year-old Chris Givans, 
of 35 Little Oaks Road, Aston, 
Birmingham, who is spastic, for 
his “A Poem of Spring” 
(first prize £10); and 8-year- 
old Angela Evans, of 21 Gos- 
ford Street, Balsall Heath, 
Birmingham, who is also spas- 
tic, for her poem entitled 
“Goldfish” (second prize £5). 


The Teenagers and Adults 
poetry section was won by 
66-year-old Nellie de Beaufort 
Saunders, of 33 Oxford Road, 
Stone, Aylesbury, Bucks, who 
is spastic, for her poem “A 
Wondrous Moment (first 


prize. £20); and 53-year-old 


Charles Stone, a polio victim, 
of 65 Coltman Avenue, Bever- 
ley,.. North Humberside, for 
his poem “A Moment jn 
Eternity” (second prize £10). 


writing talents first came to 
light. 


Resa he a eT 


SPASTICS NEWS 7 


_ A decade of discovering writing talent 


IT was the fourth time in six years that James Anderson 
has collected a literary contest prize. He was thrilled to 
meet judge Nina Bawden, who awarded him second 
prize in the Adolescents section — and determined to 
come first next year. 

Second prize in the Poetry Section for teenagers and 
adults went to Charles Henry Stone, of Coltman Avenue, 
Beverley, North Humberside, for “A Moment in 
Eternity”. Lady Wilson commented: “I must confess that 
I thought the first two lines ‘Like a fractured rainbow 
flashed a kingfisher’s wing’ so stunning that although the 
rest of the peem is very good these first two lines really 
carried the day.” 


A MOMENT IN ETERNITY 


Like a fractured rainbow 

Flashed a kingfisher’s wing 

In the suspension of a moment 

I heard a skylark sing 

A humming bee’s soft organ notes 
Accompanied the song 

And the Aeolian harp 

Of a gentle breeze 

Stirred the trees to sing along 
When a Curlew joined 

Its plaintive call 

To the melody from the sky 

The moment became adrift in time 
As the memory of a sigh. 


Charles Stone 


Designed tohelp 
the handicapped 


llustrated is a small selection from the extensive range of paediatric 
products available from Newton Aids; manufacturers of the internationally 
famous Newton and Avon wheelchairs. Many of these products have been 
designed by therapists for therapists and are much sought after by those 
caring for the handicapped. All are backed by the experience and 
expertise of Newton Aids. All are available at attractive prices. 
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If you would like to know more about these and other Newton 
products, please send this coupon for your FREE booklet ‘Best Buys. 


BLOCK CAPITALS 
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Unit 4 Dolphin Industrial Estate, Southampton Road Salisbury Wilts SP12NB 
Telephone: Salisbury (0722) 20441 


Newton Aids Limited co-operates closely with The Spastics Society in the 
development of new aids for the handicapped and in the improvement of existing aids 
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Sharp fund raising by 
hed-of-nails Boh 


FOUR hundred speci- 
ally sharpened nails, 
supplied by local far- 


mers, hammered into a 
bed of wood six feet by 
two, have given Bob 
Beaven a world record, 
and Chard and South 
Somerset Association for 
Spastics and the Handi- 
capped over £1,000 for 
a mobile holiday home. 

Bob, a 24-year-old 
yoga teacher from 
Chard in Somerset has 
studied Oriental medita- 
tion and spiritual teach- 
ing for seven years and 
was asked by a local 
fair committee if he 
would repeat last year’s 
fire eating performance 
as part of the show’s 
attractions this year. 
He felt that an attempt 
on the world record for 
lying on a bed of nails 
would be a better idea, 
especially if it was for 
charity. 


He started at 9 am 
on a Wednesday morn- 
ing in June and by 11 
am the following Satur- 
day he had equalled the 
world record of 74 
hours. But he was so 
comfortable that he did 
not make a move until 
5 pm in the evening. 


Rests 


Meditation, he was 
convinced, would be the 
answer and his great 
fear was that he would 
not be able to lie still. 
Under the terms of the 
attempt he was allowed 
five minutes rest every 
hour to keep his cir- 
culation going. 

Once he was up and 
sipping champagne to 


celebrate his marathon 
lie-in, he confessed the 
earliest part of the trial 
was the real ordeal as 
his back adjusted to the 
nails, but meditation 
came to his rescue, and 
he was «xble to detach 
his mind from the 
experience. In fact a 
local nurse was asked 
to check him on_ the 
Friday morning because 
he was in such a deep 
trance. She pronounced 
him perfectly fit both 
mentally and physically 
and the attempt con- 
tinued. 

At the end of his 
ordeal Bob told the local 
paper: “I don’t mind 
people congratulating 
me — as long as they 
don’t clap me on the 
back!” 


@ AFTER 80 hours on a bed of nails Bob 
thumbs up sign, watched by 
himself into the Guinness Book of Recor 
Chard and Ilminster Spastics Association. 
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Beaven st 


iH had the 
his wife Rose and some young well-wishers. 
ds with his feat, and raised money for the 


energy to give the 
Bob has got 
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Mrs Stockdale 
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pioneer — and her 
achievements live on 


ALTHOUGH. Lil Stock- 
dale has died, her work 
goes on. Being a compara- 
tive newcomer to The 
Spastics Society, I only 
knew Mrs Stockdale as a 
frail old lady in a wheel- 
chair; her days as “Tiger 
Lil” were before my time. 
Her achievements live 
on, though, and she is 
assured a permanent place 
in the history of the 
development of services for 
spastic and other handi- 
capped children in the Sale 
area of Greater Manches- 
ter. On adjacent sites in 
Harboro’ Road, Sale, are 
two buildings which are 
her living memorial. No 32 
Harboro’ Road is now 
Pictor School, catering for 
multiple handicapped 
children aged 2-11 and run 
by the Trafford Education 
Committee. It was orgin- 
ally called Pictor House 
and was opened, thanks to 
Mrs Stockdale’s dynamism, 
by the Sale, Altrincham 
and District Spastics 


Society in 1958. In 1973, it 
was taken over by Cheshire 
County Council, and 
passed to Trafford on local 
government reorganisation 
in 1974, 

No 34 Harboro’ Road is 
the Lil Stockdale Centre. 
It is the project which 
superseded Pictor House. 
it is a large old house, with 
a rear extension, and is a 
mixed long and short stay 
residential home for 24 
severely handicapped child- 
ren. It is home for nine 
children, and the other beds 
are used to provide the 
short term relief which 
parents of handicapped 
children so badly need. It 
provides a vital service to 
the Sale area and beyond, 
and is a fitting memorial to 
Lil Stockdale’s work. 


She was a giant in her 
field; she will be missed 
but not forgotten. 

NIGEL SMITH, 
Senior Regional Officer, 
North West Region. 
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Warm tributes to 


Mrs Lil Stockdale 


MRS Lil Stockdale, MBE, beloved and respected by 
so many people, particularly in the North West, died 
peacefully at her home, in Cecil Avenue, Sale, Cheshire, 
on June 1. She was, for many years, Chairman of the 
Sale and Altrincham group and, latterly, its President. 
She served on the Executive Council of The Spastics 
Society and other committees between the years 1966 


to 1972: 

Mrs Stockdale’s concern 
for the young disabled and 
their families was very 
close to her heart, and her 
determination to alleviate 
some of the stress and help 
in these situations went a 
long way towards her, on 
occasions, being affec- 
tionately named “Tiger 
Lil.”” The money she wan- 
ted she always got, but 
never did she forget the 
words “thank you”; 
whether it was less than £1 
or much more, there was 
always a personal letter of 
thanks. 

Lil Stockdale had a 
great sense of humour, but 
she also had the strength of 


She gave me courage 


AS a parent of a handi-~ 


capped child may I pay my 
own personal tribute to 
Lil Stockdale. 

Everyone who has been 
through the anguish of 
first of all the realisation 
that one’s child is severely 
handicapped, and then 
facing a future which seems 
unbearably bleak, and 
without hope, and finally, 
as in my own case the 
inevitable heartbreak of 
the parting with one’s 
child; everyone who has 
lived through those. dark 
days knows the impossi- 
bility of coping alone. 

There has to be someone 
to help, a sheet anchor, a 
tower of strength and a 
shoulder to cry on. 

Lil Stockdale was all 
these things to me, to me 
and to so many more like 
me. 

She helped me physically by 
taking my boy into Pictor 


character which would not 
at times tolerate ineffici- 
ency and weakness. The 
writer of this obituary well 
remembers complaining to 
Lil of feeling nervous when 
asked to speak in public on 
the subject of the disabled. 
The reply was firm and to 
the point — if you thought 
less of yourself and more 
about the important sub- 
ject which you are discuss- 
ing you would soon forget 
your nerves. 

May I join the endless 
list of people who since 
Lil’s death have been 
heard to say “she helped 
me too.” 

EILEEN MILNES 


House, the Care Centre she 
founded 22 years ago, where 
I was secure in the knowledge 
he was well cared for, and in 
those days there was nowhere 
else at all for children such as 
mine. She helped me practic- 


ally by taking me to specialists, . 


therapists, and any one else 
she thought able to help. 


She helped’me mentally and 
Spiritually by always being 
there night or day with her 
warmth, and her loving kind- 
ness, her complete  under- 
standing and common sense 
advice. 

Above all I think I owe her 
gratitude for giving me some of 
her courage, and for giving me 
the ability to laugh again. 

In my darkest days her 
courage and her humour shone 
for me like a bright star, and 
so, for me, her memory will 
shine forever. 

God bless you, Lil, and 
thank you. 

JOAN WALTON, 
Sale, Altrincham and 
District Spastics Society. 


Funds 


booster 


MRS Jennie Woods is one 
of the many new appeals 


organisers appointed by 
The Spastics Society 


recently to boost local 
fund-raising. She works 
for the Eastern Region 
where the target is £18,000 
by this coming October. 


A lot of Jennie’s time is 
taken up visiting schools 
and talking to the children 
about the “Save a Baby” 
campaign, and Jennie says 
even the very youngest 
children show an amazing 
compassion. But there was 
one little girl who didn’t 
quite get the campaign’s 
message right. She rushed 
up to Jennie on her return 
visit to the school eagerly 
wanting to know if Jennie 
had yet bought the baby 
the children had been say- 
ing for. 


Picture by Essex County 
Newspapers Ltd 


IN fast month’s issue it was 
incorrectly stated that the new 
swimming pool at White 
Lodge Centre, Chertsey, Sur- 
rey, was built with £1,500 
raised by voluntary effort in 
four months. In fact the cost 
of the new pool was £15,000, 


Personal 
advice 


BROOK Advisory Centres 
in London now have a 
clinic with a downstairs 
consulting room, offering 
easy access to. disabled 
men and women, especially 
those in wheelchairs. 


The address is 153a East 
Street, London  SEI7, and 
clinic hours are as follows: 
Monday to Thursday 9.30 am-7 
pm. Friday 9.30 am-2.30 pm. 
Saturday 9.30 am-12 noon. 
Appointments can be made by 
ringing O1-703 7880 or 01-703 
9660. 

Brook Advisory Centres are 
a registered charity offering 
advice on contraception, sexual 
problems and _ pregnancy 
diagnosis. 


A decade 
of books 


The Disabled Living Founda- 
tion is this year celebrating 
its 10th birthday. To com- 
memorate this, a new cata- 
logue has been issued listing 
40 publications on the every- 
day problems of disabled 
people, which have been prd- 
duced over the last 10 years 
together with the few addt 
tional titles on related sub- 
jects which are now sold 
through the DLE on behalf of 
other publishers. 


Copies of the catalogue are 
available free from the Dis 
abled Living Foundation, 346 
Kensington 
London W14. 


In the swim 


PRESSURE for places in thé 
Shropshire Mini-Olympics & 
so intense, the heats for the 
events were held on Satul 
day; July 5, for the finals 
October. Last year the heals 
and finals were held on the 
same evening at the Quarty 
Pool, Shrewsbury. , 

Ted Cowen, the organiseh 
would like last year’s winners 
to return their cups to him a 
4 Oak Street, Shrewsbuty, 
before September 30. ; 

As well as the mint 
‘olympics there will be a gala 
at the Quarry Pool on Octobet 
18 for spastics only. 
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TIM Belson, son of The 
Spastics Society’s for- 
mer Chairman, Dorrien 
Belson, renounced the 
chance of gold from 


_ Moscow. Tim, aged 29, 


and a Captain in the 
Gloucester Regiment, 
was the first British 


athlete to withdraw 


North East 
seeks 
‘nositive 
progress’ 


THE theme of the North 
East Regional Conference 
was “Positive Steps” to 
emphasise forward move- 
ment in the quality of life 
for handicapped- people. 
The~ three speakers 
emphasised the main areas 
that can help positive pro- 
gress. Firstly, political, by 
Alex Lyon, MP; personal, 
from an adventurous view- 
point, given by Enmrys 
Evans, of the Calvert Trust 


_ Adventure Centre: and 


finally by Miss M. Morgan, 
the Society’s Controller of 
Personal Social Services, 


»on the support we can 


offer. 
Some 150 people attended 


' the conference, opened by Pro- 


fessor Gee, of the Department 
of Forensic Medicine, Leeds. 
Mr W. M. Higgins, chairman 


| of the Regional Committee, set 


the theme of the conference 


' with his positive review of the 


ek eet 


a 


| 


| Jand 


' for the disabled. 


' individual 


/ ne made 
“disabled themselves were to be 


year in the region. The two 
physiotherapy units in Sunder- 
and Doncaster were 
working well, some progress 
had been made with British 
Rail to improve facilities; 
there had been an increased 
income for the region. 


Alex Lyon, MP for York, 
continued the conference by 
expressing the fear that the 
Microchip revolution would 
not necessarily make life easier 
Assembly 
work would diminish and this, 
combined with the fact that 


| the disabled are a minority 
| gfoup facing government 


cutbacks, made it essential that 
the disabled formed a strong 
Political lobby. The big 
question remained how willing 
Was society as a whole and 
governments pre- 
pared to divert resources into 
helping the disabled. At 


| Present there were 13 separate 


benefits available but Mr 
Lyon thought that a compre- 
MSive income with benefit 
from aids would be more 
helpful. He concluded by 


| Sttessing that with 1+ million 


claiming disablement benefit 
It was up to each and every one 


/®f us to lobby not only on a 
' Rational level but also to local 


Politicians and councillors for 
etter conditions. 
After Junch, Mr _ Evans, 
arden of the Calvert Trust 


| Adventure Centre, showed 
| Slides of the centre and_ its 
Many facilities. 


Our thoughts were then 


' diverted to the Year of the Dis- 


abled in 1981 by Miss Morgan. 
it clear that the 


on the decision making, 
"specially the young who could 


‘ 84in so much confidence when 
“ Wolved at all levels. 


ts Jean Kendall, chairman 
4 the Cleveland group, 
hanked all the participants. 


from the Olympic 
Games after being 
Officially selected. 


Mr Belson said of his 
son’s decision: “He seems 
to have hit the headlines. 
He had been working yery 
hard to go to Moscow 
after being selected for the 
British team that went to 
Montreal, and it is an 
enormous disappointment 
to him not to be going this 


‘No’ to bungala 


time. But he feels very. 


strongly about the situation 
in Afghanistan, and feels 
it would be quite wrong 
to go as he has explained 
on both radio and TV. 
“As the top epee fencer 
in the country — he is 
British national champion 
— he had a pretty good 
chance of a medal. He 


started fencing while a 
schoolboy at Worth Abbey 
in Sussex about 12 years 


plan—so their 


ordeal 


goes on 


SEVENTY-three-year-old Mrs Rose Chaffey can 
no longer manage to carry her disabled daughter 
upstairs every time she wants to visit the bath- 
room. Instead, 50-year-old Joan, who is spastic, 
has to crawl upstairs on all fours, with her mother 
helping to lift her legs behind her. 


And Mrs Rose Chaf- 
fey, who has been a 
widow for 10 years, 
has been refused plan- 
ning permission § to 
build a bungalow on 
her own land, a 34-acre 
site surrounding the 
house. 


A bungalow with living, 
sleeping and toilet accom- 
modation on one _ level 
would seem the ideal solu- 
tion, particularly in view 
of the family ownership of 
the Jand. But planning 
permission has been 
refused, not once, but four 
times, by Wokingham Dis- 
trict Council which has a 
firm policy of opposition 
to local development in 
that area of Shinfield. 

The Inspector from the 


Department of the En- 
vironment involved in Mrs 
Chaffey’s appeal - sympa- 
thised with her case, but 
felt that the circumstances 
were not exceptional 
enough to justify a breach 
of council policy. 
Picture by 
Berkshire Mercury 


Campaign for 


new unit 


PLANS are being discussed to 
start a campaign for an 
adolescent special care unit in 
St Albans to help 20 severely 
handicapped youngsters at 
present living at home with 
their families. If successful 
the unit will be backed jointly 
by the County Council and 
several local charities, includ- 
ing The Spastics Society. 


ago and was anational 
schoolboy champion at 17. 

“He has _ represented 
Britain in America and all 
over Europe, and this last 
year he has trained very 
hard and done particularly 
well. 

“I think he was abso- 
lutely right to withdraw, 
sad as it is for him. He 
talked it over with me and 
I gave him my views 
although I don’t think that 


Why Tim turned down a chance of Moscow 


influenced him. It was a 
blow for the team as a 
whole as he had been 
chosen as captain. He 
could have taken leave 
from the Army and gone, 
but in view of the contro- 
versy he felt he could not 
go. I’m very glad he has 
made the decision and a 
number of people have 
been in touch with him to 
congratulate him. 

“Now he is going to 
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concentrate on the world 
championships being held 
in France.” 

Captain Belson ranks in 
the top 10 of the world’s 
fencers and his father 
added: “We'll never know 
now if he would have won 
a medal at Moscow but 
one fencer, Bill Hoskins, 
has competed in five 
Olympics, so perhaps it is 


possible he will win another 
year.” 


The message on the T-shirts 


THE Contracts Depart- 
ment of The Spastics 
Society is going in for 
some do-it - yourself 
publicity with a new 
range of tee shirts, 


slogan as illustrated. 


The tee shirts are navy 
blue with white lettering 
and they come in three 
sizes: small (34in), medium 
(36in) and large (39in). The 
price is £2.15 each plus 
25p for postage and pack- 
ing and orders should be 
sent to The Miriam Harris 
Work Centre, Weale Road, 
Chingford, London E4 
65L. 

The slogan on the tee- 
shirts was used by the 
Contracts Department at 
the Business to Business 
Exhibition at Earls Court, 
London, in June. The 
Spastics Society had a 
stand at the exhibition for 


AY 


Work 
Centres 


And You've 


Gor lt Made! 


the first time last year, 
with a rewarding spate of 
orders for work centres as 
a result. This year the 
stand was double the size 


and showed two brand new 
products, clocks and out- 
side lanterns, which go 
under the trading name of 
Beaumont Lighting. 


Inco RULE. 


INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common- 
sense product in sensible packaging —usedin 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made with adrop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 
Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 
suitable for either sex and permanently size marked. 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD, Tel: Chesterfield 31101 


SN July 
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THE Chairman of Gwent County Council and his wife, 
Mr and Mrs Graham Powell, offer their congratulations to 
Mrs Eileen Morgan on being nominated Home Help of 
Great Britain. 


Ruth’s letter won 
her home help a 
national title 


A LETTER of praise 
from a 59-year-old 
spastic lady, Miss Ruth 
Lewis, who lives alone 
with her 80-year-old 


father in a Welsh vil-: 


lage, won a national 
title for her home help, 
Mrs Eileen Morgan. 
Mrs Eileen Morgan was 
chosen as Home Help of 
Great Britain in a com- 


petition organised by the’ 


Institute of Home Help 
Organisers, and it was 
principally the nomina- 
tion letter sent by Miss 
Ruth Lewis which helped 
Mrs Morgan carry of her 
prize of a holiday in 
Greece. 

The letter read as fol- 
lows: I should like to 
nominate the best home 
help in the world —— and 
I mean that! She is 
Mrs Eileen Morgan, of 
10 Pontgam Terrace, 
Ynysddu. She has been 
with me for eight years and 
is the kindest, friendliest, 
most hardworking person 
you could find. 

I am a 59-year-old spas- 
tic, living alone with my 
father, who is 80, so you 
will understand some of my 
difficulties. Eileen not only 
keeps my home beautifully 
clean, she helps me dress 
in the morning and when I 
come down I have a lovely 


Welcome 


FIRST of all, I would 
like to say welcome back 
Spastics News. My. wife 
and I find this a very 
interesting and informative 
paper. 

I was very interested to 
read in the June issue of the 
one day course on “New 
Developments for the Handi- 
capped Child” to be held at the 
Percy Hedley School, Forest 
Hall, Newcasile-upon-Tyne, on 
July 12, 

Unfortunately, much as I 
would like to, I shall not be 
able to attend, partly due to 
the travelling distance  in- 
volyed, However, this sounds 
such an interesting 
occasion that I wonder if there 


is any chance of repeating this 


ht 


fire and my breakfast is 
waiting for me. Since my 
sister had an accident a 
couple of months ago, she 
has helped me with a bed- 
bath and when I go on 
holiday she comes each day 
to get me ready. She is 
kind and gentle with my 
father, who also. thinks 
she is wonderful! In short, 
we have only one worry, 
what would happen to us 
if she left? I’m afraid I 
would have to go in a 
home. 


Eileen has been a home 
help for 20 years and is, I 
know, well loved by all the 
other people she looks 
after. She is intelligent 
and helps many people 
with forms, etc. All this 
and much more is time to 
Eileen Morgan. 


So I nominate her the 
best home help and want 
you to know how grateful 
I am for all she does for 
me. 

Part of Eileen’s job is 
lifting Ruth out of bed, 
bathing and dressing her. 

“lft ‘don*t- get—to~ her 
home in time, she can’t go 
to the Handicapped Club 
because it takes her over 
an hour to dress herself. 

“We argue like two 
sisters,” says Eileen. “But 
we still stay good friends.” 


Picture by 
South Wales Argus 


return 


at another location in the near 
future — obviously for my 
own selfish reasons, preferably 
somewhere in the Midlands. 
Alternatively, would it be 
possible to publish the text of 
the course, or an abridged 
version of if, so that we, as 
parents, may keep up to date 
with current developments? 
Meanwhile, best wishes on 
your reiurn to publication. 
Mr R. F. Baynton, 
43 Belvedere Close, 
Kidderminster, 
Worcs DY10 3AT. 
® Thanks also to the many 
readers who wrote to say they 
were pleased to see Spastics 
News return after the recent 
dispute in the printing 
industry. 


artist oa bores | 


\A lament for the trike — it gave 


us dignity and independence 


READING the June 
edition of Spastics News I 
was particularly interested 
in the article entitled “Plea 
to Minister—bring us some 
form of replacement for 
the three wheeler invalid 
Cais 

What a disgrace it is to 
see many disabled people 
—not only the 16-year-old 
school leavers — but also 
many other disabled 
people of all ages—robbed 
of their independence and 
dignity by the phasing out 
of such a wonderful aid. 

I myself have experi- 
enced the great sadness and 
depression of having to 
give up my three-wheeler 
due to sky-rocketing petrol 
prices and lack of spare 
parts. All along I have 
been totally opposed to the 
phasing out of the invalid 
trike, but with no support 
from friends and, sadly to 
say, other disabled people. 


They either went along 
with the popular myth, 
saying that they were un- 
safe, and a danger on the 
roads—or simply said that 
if they travelled in one, 
they .would be more 
exposed than normally to 
being labelled “disabled.” 

The simple fact is that 
when the inyalid car is 
used in a sensible and res- 
ponsible manner (instead 
of the driver imagining that 
he is driving a Formula 1 
sports car which is caused, 
I think, by the overwhelm- 
ing and sometimes sudden 
sense of freedom), it is as 
safe as any other car on the 
road. 

I couldn’t agree more 
with Replacement Special- 
isc —= Venicies— Pr oq. t 
organisation that at the 
moment there is, for many 
people, no alternative for 


Thanks for 


my prize 


I SHOULD like to thank 
the Society for the lovely 
prize they gave me asa 
runner-up in the literary 
contest. I cannot, of 
course, read print, but I 
treasure it and I can obtain 


the book on loan, in 
Braille. 

{ had not known that Lady 
Wilson was to judge the poems 
and I was thrilled and en- 
couraged by her comments on 
my poem. I have a small 
volume’ of her poems in 
Braille .and like those she 
wrote about the Scilly Isles. 
[ have a friend who has gone 
there for his holiday for over 
50 years so they must really 
take a hold of you, especially 
the peacefulness. 

IT shall hope to try again 
next year and perhaps do 
better. I do think competi- 
tions challenge one and give 
that necessary push some of 
us need to make an effort. 

My thanks again and my 
very best wishes to The 
Spastics Society. 

D. MARGARET 
ASHMAN, 
Darsdale Home, 
Chelveston Road, 
Raunds, 
Wellingborough, 
Northants, 
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the trike apart from 
Mobility Allowance. 

I fail to see how any 
amount of money can take 
the place of one’s own 
personal transport. 
Mobility Allowance means 
relying on other people the 
whole time for transporta- 
tion. Money, at least for 
me, will not restore my 
independence and dignity 
which were once mine, 

There are battery cars and 
chairs that one can buy, but 
all are a pretty poor substitute 
for the trike. Also, one has to 
have the capital in the first 


place to afford one. That 
was the difference with 
the trike — which was given 


irrespective of one’s financial 


position. You were judged 
only on your physical 
capabilities. With the new 


battery aids it is only one’s 
financial state that matters. 

The motability scheme — 
once again — depends on how 
much money you have got. 
As far as the rental scheme 
goes, you have to be in work 
and earning good money to 
maintain the vehicle. 

The situation is much the 
same if you choose to buy the 
Mini through the Motability 
scheme, I know you receive 
your mobility allowance again 


‘after about four years — but 


that’s a long time. Anyway, 
the car will have gone down 
in value in that time and be 
worth much less than the 
already forfeited four years of 
mobility allowance. 

Finally, and maybe more 
important, as was mentioned 
in the article, what about the 


minority who, although, per- 
fectly able to control a three- 
wheeler, are unable to drive a 
normal car? This point I 
think is why I am most 
oppesed to the phasing out of 
the trike. Once their cars 
become unrepairable —or once 
they can no longer afford the 
petrol — their lives once- 
again return to the useless, 
helpless and dependent state 
as they were before having the 
car, as mine has to a large 
degree. 

The petrol allowance of 
£10 was also ridiculous. The 
allowance should have kept 
pace with the spiralling petrol 
prices. Sad to say, MPs and 
friends just weren’t interested 
having already resigned them- 
selves to the phasing out of the 
car anyway. 

I do hope that one day 
another specialised vehicle 
can be offered to those 
who wish to regain that 
feeling of freedom and 
independence. What _ we 
really need, if the finance 
was there, would be a 
“Save the trike” campaign 
along the lines of The 
Spastics Society’s “Save a 
Baby” campaign. 

Although there are dis- 
abled people who are glad 
to’ see the slow death of 
that “silly old blue noddy 
car” there are also those 
who will always miss them 
for the rest of their lives. 
Kevin Frayn,. Mr, 
Drummonds Centre, 
Feering, 

Colchester, 
Essex. 


Good Churches’ guide ? 


AS a practising Methodist 
who just happens to be 
disabled, I wondered what 
the Church’s contribution 
would be to the Year of 
the Disabled 1981. 

The Church is always 
preaching about “fellow- 
ship” and “unity.” I 
could not agree more, but 
that is all very well, if 
you can get in to the 
building. 

I am interested in mak- 
ing the clergy and _ the 
parishioners more aware 
Oe the, 0 660s 0b. our 
people. 

What are those needs? 

Access, steps, handrails, 
etc, and as I would hope 
that we could look beyond 
our own disability, ques- 
tions such as whether the 
church has a Braille or 
large print hymn book, or 
an amplifier system to help 
the hard of hearing. These 
are just a few. 

If there is a guide “Lon- 


The Society 


i FEEL I must reply to Mr 
Tizard’s letter in Spastics 
News, in which he criti- 
cises The Spastics Society’s 
interest in BUPA. (Mr 


Tizard was critical of the 
private medical scheme for 
staff members.) 

Mr Tizard seems to have 


got his facts wrong when © 


he suggests that the TUC 
represents the working 
people of Britain. Has he 
forgotten that nearly two- 
thirds of the membership 
of the trade unions voted 
for the freedom of the 
individual in the General 
Election just 12 months 
ago? This freedom in- 


’ 
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don For The Disabled,” 
why not one on churches. 
After all it has the big- 
gest club membership in 
the world! 

I wonder just how 
seriously we want to make 
our presence felt as dis- 
abled Christians or 
religious believers. We 
should let the church 
authorities know that we 
wish to take our rightful 
place along with other 
members of the congrega- 
tion. 

I am often hearing that 
Christians should stand up 
and be counted. Many of 
us are not in a position to 
‘stand, but we could make 
our feelings known. The 
way to start is to decide 
“Would we like a guide on 
churches?” If your answer 
is “Yes,” then write to me. 
Miss Lin Berwick, 
London. 

(Spastics News will for- 
ward letters.) 


and BUPA 


cludes the right to choose. 

The BUPA scheme -is an 
excellent scheme and in no 
way diminishes the NHS but 
indeed improves it when 
thousands of pounds each year 
is paid back to the> NHS 
through the use of hospital 
facilities. It is ridiculous to 
suggest that a scheme such as 
BUPA’* is regrettable and 
socially undesirable. 

The urgent debate which Mr 
Tizard suggests for the meni- 
bers of staff and amongst the 
voluntary members is wel- 
come, for it will only prove 
that the majority will support 
the Society on the involvement 
with BUPA. 

David J. Bourne, 
Appeals Officer, 
North-West Region, 


keen to read of 


Your Ads 


| Sheffield 468262. 
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A letter 
for Sean 2) 


MY name is Sean Me 
Keown and I am iF 
years old. My birthday 
was in February. I ha 
cerebral palsy after } 
being run over by a car] 
when I was two years 
old. 

I live at 12 Monash 
Avenue, Lenah Vall 
Tasmania, Australi a, 
with Mum, Dad, Craig ig; | 
Jane, Rebecca and | 
Peppy, our dog. I go ‘to | : 
D’Alton Special School, | 

I love typing and watch. 
ing “Dr Who” and 
“Goodies” on television 
also enjoy going to Mur 
and Dad’s shack at th 
week-end and during 
holidays. I used to collec 
spiders but now I collee 
worms. | 

In Occupational Therapy | 
I am learning to look after 
myself. I have been to ‘the 
city on the bus. Last week} 
we went to Moonah to th t 
shops. We do activities j 
our lunchtime like makin 
stools, _ leatherwork a 
knitting. I am Kenting 
scarf. 


FS FS 


son. Could you help me al 
find one please? | 


Sean McKeown 


of your newspaper Sp; 
News, I was delighted — 
read that Lin Berwick, 7 
blind spastic girl, has 3 
ten a book “Undefe 


through your Socie 
Id like a copy. [ma 


who, despite  disabiliti 
are keen to lead their lives 
their own way. I was 
wondering if there is any 
book about a deaf-spastie 
girl? % 

I would also like to seek 
some penpals through your 
newspaper: Able - - bodied | 


penpals, anywhere, aged 
to 22. Anyone interest 
please write to me. 
MISS JEAN 
MONAGHAN, 
c/o Kestrels, Woodend, 
Egremont, 
Cumbria CA22 27D. 
Lin Berwick’s boo! 
scheduled for publica 
October, and fuil details) 
then appear in Spastic 
—HEditox. 


FOR sale, secondhand: | 
coliapsible wheelc 
£50; 1 commode cli 
£40; 1 pair of steel rai 
£30. All in good ce 
dition. Anyone interest? 
should telephone after ? 
pm 01-789 3682. 


TOYOTA — Carayanneft 
for sale, 8 registra ion on, 
white, fitted with Ratclil 
tail-lift for wheelchair | 
Condition as new, fitted 
with refrigerator, sil 
stove, etc. Price £6,000.— 
Telephone Bournemoull 
420018. ‘ 


FOR sale—Red Bra 
Batricar. In perfect W 
ing condition. Extras. 
clude three batterie 
miles range, lights, in 
tors, horn, mirrors, 
cover. £200 ono.—S. 
croft, 5 Hill Top 
Grenoside, Sheffield 
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NEWS ABOUT THE SPASTICS P 


Michael Robbins, 


MR and Mrs Lawrence Trolley of Plumstead, London, 
receiving a dividend cheque 


for £5,000 from actor, 


at The Spastics Society’s Coombe 


Farm residential centre for adult spastics in Croydon. 


MR Mike Dore (left) 
organiser for the Hearing 
Aid Appeal, receiving a 
£325 Good Neighbours 
Trust donation from Trus- 
tee, Mr Geoffrey Arter. 

The appeal, which was 
Jaunched by the National 
Deaf Children’s Society last 
year, aims to raise £50,000 
fo provide radio hearing 
aids for all deaf children 
in Avon who would bene- 
fit from them. 

The aid is a_ radio 
Microphone worn by the 
Parent at home, or teacher 
M school, and a_ radio 


—___ 


receiver worn by the child. 
It cuts out all extraneous 
noise, and allows a child 
or class of children to hear 
the parent or teacher. A 
young child can be so deaf 
that even with an ordinary 
hearing aid, he cannot hear 
the human voice and needs 
a radio aid combined with 
lip reading to understand 
speech. An older child 
with a less profound hear- 
ing loss who attends a 
school for hearing child- 


ren, needs a radio aid to 
keep up with his class- 
mates. The cost of each 
hearing aid is £525, 


ordering 


ay ae 


on 


only £1.20 


Please send until further notice to the name and address below the 
lively SPASTICS NEWS each month at the annual subscription rate of 


£1.20 including postage, starting with the ..........65 POOPY TE seakever . issue. 


1 enclose a cheque/postal order for £1.20 


Name and Address 
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Send to Circulation Assistant, 


Spastics News, 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4QE. 


You can help spastics by 
a regular copy of 


SPASTIC 


ease 


(inc. post 


0 oe a ee ee a 


CUT OUT AND SEND THIS FORM 
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MR Ron Drake, of Gorles- 


ton, Norfolk (centre), 
receiving a £5,000 first divi- 
dent cheque from Mr Bill 
Wix, Manager of the 


THE Good. Neighbours 
Trust has donated £500 to 
the Leonard Cheshire 
Foundation “Freshfields” 
Appeal. The cheque was 
presented on behalf of the 
Trust by television person- 
ality, Derek Batey, com- 
pere of “Mr and Mrs,” to 
Arthur Hunter (left), Direc- 


tor of Appeals, at the 
Floral Hall, Southport 
Theatre. 


The appeal aims to 
establish 2 seven - bed- 
roomed home for the dis- 


THOMAS and Vera Cross of North Street, Scarborough, 
being congratulated on winning a sixth dividend on the 
Spastics Pool. The couple were presented with their 


cheque for £1,091 by the Mayor of Scarborough, C 
W. Woodroffe. 2 y soeh anes Ska 
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“Palace Bingo,” Gorleston. 
Presentation arrangements 
were made by collector, Mr 
Ken Harris (right), who 
received a bonus cheque 
for £250. 


abled in College Avenue, 


Formby, Liverpool. The 
home will have its own 
dining room and lounge, 
and a “scissors” lift which 
will raise three wheel- 
chairs, their occupants and 
attendants. 

*“*Freshfields,” set in four 
acres, was purchased in 
1973. It now has all the 
special amenities to accom- 
modate 30 residents, and a 
therapy hall for some 15 to 
20 day patients. There is 
also separate accommoda- 
tion for fovr disabled 
married couples. 


SPASTICS Pool collector, 
Mr G. Adams (left), 
recently had the pleasant 


task of presenting a 
£10,000 first dividend 
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cheque to one of his mem- 


bers. The lucky winner 
was Mr Richard Treyett, 
a Civil Servant from 
Hampshire. 


MR Stanley Arnold (right), 
headmaster of St Francis 
Residential School, Kings 
Norton, receiving a Good 
Neighbours Trust cheque 
for £850 from Mr Eric Hill, 


= 
= 


Regional Manager for Top 
Ten Promotions Limited, 
promoters ofsthe Spastics 
Pool. Also pictured is Mr 
Alan Barlow (centre), 
head of physical education. 


Cookery corner 


Poached Mackerel and 
Gooseberry Sauce 


4 medium-sized mackerel, gut- 
ted and washed 


+ pints water 
1 tblspn white vinegar 
1 bay leaf 
Sprig of thyme 
Sprigs of parsley 
Salt and pepper 


40z green gooscberries, topped 
and tailed 


20z sugar 
Knob of butter 
Pinch of nutmeg 

Put the water, vinegar and 
herbs with the seasoning into 
a shallow fireproof pan or a 
large enough saucepan to take 
the fish. Add the mackerel and 
bring slowly to the boil. 
Cover and simmer gently for 
about 15 minutes until cooked. 
Meantime simmer the goose- 
berries in about quarter pint 
of water with the sugar until 
soft. Sieve. Return to the pan 
with a knob of butter and 
Pinch of nutmeg. Serve fish on 
a hot dish garnished with 
parsley sprigs and hand the 
Sauce round separately. Serves 
four. 


Blackcurrant Flan 


1 cooked sponge flan case 


8-120z firm, ripe blackcurrants, 
topped and tailed 


> tablet blackcurrant jelly 


Cold custard or fresh cream 


Sugar, if necessary 

Gently simmer the prepared 
currants in a_ teacupful of 
water until the berries are 
tender, but still whole, and the 
juice has begun to run. Strain 
off and retain the juice. Leave 
to cool. Keep the currants 
covered until required. Make 
up the half jolly in the usual 
way using juice from the fruit 
plus more water if necessary. 
Arrange the currants in the 
flan and when the jelly starts 
to thicken spoon over the fruit, 
using as much jelly as desired. 
Leave to set. Serve with cold 
eustard or decorate with 


whipped cream. (Those whe 
prefer their desserts to be very 
sweet can add sugar when 
simmering the currants.) Serves 
six, 
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‘Don’t hack the 


23 


@® SEVENTEEN residents from Drummonds, The 
Spastics Society residential centre in Colchester went on 
the Act Now -march, accompanied by Spastics Society 
staff member Trish Hamilton and Barry Peate, Warden 
of Coombe Farm Centre, Croydon. Executive Council 
member Mrs Eileen Milnes (centre) commented how 
important it was to defend the Chronically Sick and 
Disabled Persons Act. 


se 


ROW 


Marching 
to save 


the Act 


Continued from Page 1 


tan Police Riot Control 
van, and slowly bringing 
up in the rear were three 
disabled drivers in the 
same coloured pale blue 
invalid trikes, the “noddy 
cars” which have now been 
withdrawn without any 
replacement vehicle to take 
their place. These were 
flanked by police motor 
cycle outriders.- 

Not that the demonstra- 
tion needed” either con- 
trolling or protecting—all 
was dignity and good 
order, Before the start Mr 
Jack Ashley, MP, was 
there mingling” with the 
crowd while the policemen 
chatted amicably with the 
marchers. Television 
cameramen from various 
outside broadcast units 
lined up their shots and 
recorded interviews with 
the Act Now supporters. 
amongst them Mary Hol- 
land, Intelligence Officer 
for The Spastics Society, 


Act’ demonstration 


© THE Act Now demonstrators lined up at an assembly point in Bath Terrace prior to 
their march on the DHSS headquarters. There were plenty of policemen but absolutely 
no aggro — all was quiet and orderly but very determined. 


Thinking of Christmas 
— and your group funds 


SHOP early for Christmas and boost your group funds. 
business arrangement between The Spastics Sociciy and Webb 
Ivory has made possible a bigger than ever range of Christmas 


A new 


© MR Jack Ashley MP 
(left) showed his support 
by joining the “Don’t Hack 
the Act’ demonstration. 
Next to him is Mary Holl- 
and, Intelligence Officer for 
The Spastics Society, who 
was interviewed on many 
television channels explain- 
ing the severity of the cuts. 
In the centre is Mrs Eileen 
Milnes, Spastics Society 


cards, gifts, decorations and wrapping paper available for sale 
this year in aid of spastie people. 

Free copies of the brightly illustrated 100-page catalogue 
full of attractive cards, calendars and gifts have already been 
sent to secretaries of all groups to pass around amonest their 
members, So take advantage of this early opportunity to make 
full use of the catalogue and boost your group’s fundraising. 

Individuals who are not members of a group can obtain 
a copy of the Christmas card catalogue by sending an sae to 
Greetings Cards, The Spastics Society, 12 Park Crescent, London 


Executive Council member 
who came from Sale, 
Cheshire, to join in the 
march, a 


Earlier in the day Merle 
Davies, who has a full-time 
job with The Spastics 
Society, had been filmed 
by ITV in her purpose- 
built flat in order to show 
viewers how people in 
wheelchairs can lead inde- 
pendent lives given the 


® The Rt “Hon Reg Prentice, ‘the Minister ‘for the 
Disabled, called in a “phoney demonstration” but there 
was nothing phoney about the people taking part who 


were concerned about cuts in provisions under the 
Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act. 


THE North _  Staffords 


ted Mr F. Charles Broo 
MBE, as its. chairman. 


country had been handed in by the Act Now delegation 
at Alexander Fleming House, the DHSS headquarters at 
the Elephant and Castle, the marchers went on to a rally 
and then to lobby their MPs in the afternoon. 


~ 


right supporting services. 


NEXT year, 1981, has 
been designated by the 
United. Nations as The 
International Year for 
the Disabled Person. 
This year should be the 
time when the prob- 
lems, heartaches, hopes 
and interests of dis- 
abled men, women and 
children are communi- 
cated to the public at 
large so that greater 
understanding can be 
achieved. 

Perhaps the most ter- 
rible time for parents is 


WIN 4EQ, 


Parents —help us to r 
others understand 


the moment that a doc- 
tor or a nurse tells them 
that, sadly, “the baby is 
not ali right.’ The 
manner in which this 
news is. imparted is 
vital as is the help and 
encouragement to cope 
- with the situation in the 
ensuing months, 

The Spastics Society 
is compiling a report 
about the emotions and 
experiences of parents 
at this time. It wants 
to know what your 
reactions were, what 


helped you _ most, 
and what was the 
greatest stumbling 
block towards the goal 
of acceptance of the 
Situation. 

Please write and tell 
us of your experiences 
at this time. Much of 
what you say may be of 
great help and value to 
other parents. Send 
your letter to Informa- 
tion Department, The 
Spastics Society, 12 
Park Crescent, London 
WIN 4EQ. 
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site of St Michael's Churdt 
where Mr Brookes was once 
chorister. 
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